Melinda,

On 30 January 1944 there was a jeep accident in or near Catania [Sicily]
two Flight Nurses were wounded, one nurse was killed.

2Lt Mildred W. WALLACE, ASN N-760265, from Pennsylvania, 807
MAES,

she was first buried in the temporary American cemetery GELA in
plot/grave 1-98-1174, date of burial 31 January 1944

after the war she was repatriated and buried in the Redstone Cemetery,
Uniontown in Pennsylvania

Attached a picture I found on www findgrave.com - it is Mildred
Wallace's grave.
The picture was taken by Joel F. Gilbert

since Mildred was in your mother's unit, no doubt your mother was at her
funeral, maybe your mother remembers this sad day.

I have send this e-mail also to Mr Gilfert, perhaps he can get in toch with
you giving his permission to use the picture on your site

www.LegendsOfFlightNurses.org

Jan Bos
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DAY EVENTS L o

2, This was a very unortunate day. Flane # 61 of tne 12th Squadron crashed, . ...

" kd1ling twenty-three occupants. They were 2nd Lt. Hobert S, Smith, pilots 2nd .
Lt. Inez Rees, v.., co-pilot; 2nd Lt., Clair 4, Reineeli, navigator; “pi. dJoshn i
H. Arp, crew chief; Cpl. Cliff Vielb, Jr., asst crew ch.ef; Cpl Yicholas Geskas,
radio operstor; 2 fiight nurses and 15 litter patisants, We feil especially badiy
about tne accident. since the uiane was carrying litter patients, They nhad been
picked up at Catania early in the norning and were being taken to Bizerte; it S
was overcast and rather than try tc set over it a route was: chosen followang & | . .
canyon past the hign grou: around Vaitigirone. In one of ‘these canyons the plance .
flew into the floor of the canyon, bounced and crashed sideways on ‘a second high
range in the floor. The wreckage caught fire. The catastrophy was tirst discoverec
by the 62nd Group at Ponte Olivio which is near tne scene, it may have been &~
rerorted by civilians to them. At first review of their planes on mission: they '

did not think this to be their plane. They reported the ract to the 5lst’ Troop

Carrier Wing and we in turn were notified to chedk our status board about noon, oo
It appeared that it might be ours so immediately after lunch sevéral of our ‘office :
fiew to Ponbe Olivio and obtained the abave facts,

ltxl

25 It is a long ride between the villa and operations Since it has becn raining
frequently and making tne traveling back and forth very disagreeable the Job of
putting side curtains on the operations jeep was undertaken. Metal rods has to
welded from the body to the tor bows and other rods wer: made int: the frame-
work for a door. Snaps and canvass was obtained, S/Sgt. sobert D, Ormsby did the
greater share of the work but ne was assisted by Major L. L, Long, Major L, L,
Kilpatriok and any of the others in S-2 or S5~3 whe had time or ideas, Windows
were made in the curtains, doors and in the vack of the top from plexigless from
wrecked gliders and planes. When finished it was & very respectable jpb, complete
with handles and bolls on the foors. The enlisted men of the S-2 mnd S-3 sections
have a weapons warrier to take them to meals to the villa, as do the men in
group communications., :

26 The 456th Service Squadron is movirg in t- therlace recentlv vacated by the 3ifind -
Service Squadron. With them the~ have brought in addition to:the ordinary equip~
ment carried a G. I, Fire Wagon for use as & crash truck on the line and a fire
truck for the buildings on the field, Captain Dunagan has been appointed Base
Fire sarshall, D S

This afterncon all of the men and ofiicers assembled in:front of one of the .
planes for a picture. This is ai.tached to the Outline History for this month.,. :
While this was being taken thieves, presemable civilians, broke into the house’
occuplied by the men of S-2 and S$-3 and stole shoes » clothing and cigarettes and
any thing else which they could lay their hands on in-a short time, ..

27 A Staff méeting was held this‘afternoon to informall departments heads of a con= -
templated move to Italy. iR

28 Major L. L. Long and Major L. L. Kilpatrick, Xajor R..G. ‘Stark and Ca;
F. Q. McGuire went to Brindisi, Italy to look over the site of the:
Group, Lt. Husmen flew the newly acdured C~61 there eo |
gett iformation - opera SET
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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

. {Bnef narrative of accident., Include statement of reeponsibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetition)

l. The follewing report is the opinion of the aircraft Acoident Cemmittee.

‘2. m 24 Pebruary 14 st Appreximtely 0918 homre s C-47, number 41-7725,
enroute from Catasia, Sicily te Malson 3lanche, aslgeris, erashed inte a mowstain-
side one (1) mile northwest of the towa of Caltagirene, Sieily. iscordiag to the . .
ascouat of Zuppardo Ilulgi, a reliable witmese,{ : - sse incl. § /) the weather S
conditions in the vicinity eof the accident were - celling zerc -~ visiblility zerec. -

3. The airoraft strusk the moumtsismside at am angls of appreximately 130
degrees to the alops of the hill { ——< ) at az altituls of sbout fewrteen
hundred {1400) feet. Bxamination shows that both props dug full lemgth {nté the
ground at two (2) peints, six (8) and three (3) feet respoctively beforée the mia
peiat of impass, where there was s defimate imprint eof the left wing, ’nj-lhtanl
engins. Fellewing impast, the aireraft bownsed slightly and veered abowé 10
to the left. Durniag and disintegratiag, it skidded alomg the groumd sons forty
QCO)Mo,a”muﬂlmmﬂmuun’mmdm. The s
charred frem the peint of impact to the min purt of the wreokage (wings, gae tenks,
and & small reminder of fuselage) some forty (40) yards ammy, indicating that the
fire began with impact. Zections of the noss, pllet‘'s sscape hateh, smmll mail door,
floas esmpasns, radic equipment, and vsouum lines, togethar with parts of the m.-

_lage were soattered all slong thu mthn of charred earth.

P Both prepellers wers torn frem the onrim and embedded in the grewnd ten

0) yards beyomd the orash peint. Examisation by the Engissering department (is -
see inol. § 2) revesied that neither prepeller had beea feathered. The fuselagse,
right wing and right engine were overturned while the empennage, though dadly dura-
od, remained strvaturally intast. Ihe lefS engine was thrown about thirty five (38)
yards beyend the left wing which rested {(overturmed) tweaty (20) fest from the right
wing and ressinder of fuselage. The remains ef gas tanks still ia the wings indicat-
od explosion. Throttle quadrant contrels, earburetor heater and oil shutter eontrols
as well as panel instruwents were not found.

8. The sireraft strusk the hill at about fourteea houdred {1400) rm. IThis
area cen be oleared at twe thousand (2000) feet, although it is the prustios to tl:
it at twenty-five hundred (2600) feet te slear safely. It is pouibg- ,
temperature and wromg altimster setiing may bave aombined to give the pilet o nl-fc
readizg. The slearaiocs for ¥aisen Blanshe was CFR. It 1a alse possible that ia .
attempting o maintain contast with the groumd, the pilot imsdvertantly emtered in-
strument conditioms, sinoce low hanging clowds wers charasteristis of the srea that
day. These thesries and other pessible n’knttm have to e discarded for the
lask of evidenee

: 6. There wus no evidence of mterial fuailure. The absense of gurviveras or
sXpert eye witaseses and the nature of the wreckags mabke it difficult te » ocon-

T elusivza. However, it is oertaim tiat in the future pilots es missiona of sush a o

mature should fly instrumenta only usddr abdsolute necessity, be thoroughly awere of
the advantages of altitute and mds to exereiss deeisions which ignore inconvenience.
or delay as len; as the salety of their pussengers lsamured.

% 34&'&‘%’{ %ﬁw /o . mﬁ’
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Continuation of passenger list on first sheet. = 5 7 v
44 Booth, D.¥. (axc) N=727161  2:ud Lt. 1[.0 / lzth AF nn-d ‘! s
41 Oartside, V, (Br) 3523607 Sgt. . Killed ¥ No
47 William, L. (Br) 6467440 ople Killed ¥ Yo -
¢ Irvige, T. (Br) 926126 Sapper © . Etlled */ Mo
;i%f Bustuble, F.W. (Br) 80:9912 Pvt. © . K$lled ¥ Ne.
4% Ingram, F, (8r) 2621432 Guardsman B Killed ** No
;,‘ Aoklend, V. (Br; 14351488  Ppvt, Y Klled f Mo
; i,‘, Sedden, (3r 3861986 prt,. Killed /. Fo
“ 5L allap, a. {Br) 5437491 Pvt, Killed ¥ ¥o
i Orant, K. (Br) = 1599002 Pt & Army = Killed ¢ Jo
27 Gamble, W, {Am) 34291362  sgt. oY U U Eillea Y Ne o
$f R111, K. G. (3r) 31523 Lt.Col, :'—é‘ﬂm L Killed 7 Yo
= =
i Rl M




Inol. * 1
ALLIED CUXTROL COMMISSION.

Z4th PERHUARY, 1944. CALTAGIRONE,

STATEMENT OF IUPPARDC Luigi de rilipe  de Bemogiorno-
Luakis, nato Gela - s Abitante via largo 8. Glorgio n.?,

CALTAGIRONE, relative to aeroplane acoident at Caltagirone on 24-2-44.

At ¥-lBam on 24tn Feorumry, 1944, I wes walking along
viale Kegina Llens, Caltagirone, when I heerd the scund of & low :
flying aeroplane. I am quite sure of the time because I noticed when -
I left home that it was 9-lOam and the point shere I noticed the plane
was about five minutes walk awaj;. I am definitely sure that the engines
of the plane were fuootioning, but it was very low. ' R

i I looked for the plane because it seemed s0 low, but as » L
© 7 therewsa w-fog I-could mot ses it. The fog was very thick amd I -~ <
TR ....am _of the epimion that visibility was reduced to twenty (20) metri

at ground level, : S

48 I looked for it, [ heard a loud orssn like the sound of
& bomb and I ran towsrds the point where the orash seemed to ccme from.
I guesssd the plune had orsshed and ran towards it beoauss I thought
Some men might be injured and I might be able to render assistance.

I ran round round the rountain path, guided by the sound
. of what I imagined was exploding smmunition. I saw expleding flashes
of red and white, starting from the ground and going up into the air.
I gct to the spot where the plane had orashed, and ran down the ‘aide
of the hill. There I saw the wrecked plane on fire and as soon as I
got near it, I saw five men dead near the main wreockage. I then at
once ran te the office of the Guarda Mumicipsle and teld Brigadiere
Sealso of what I had seen. I told the Srigadisre about 15 minutes
after I had heard the orash. T

The Brigadiere telephoned for the eonbiniounnd almoat

immedintely, Capitano Campailia ariived im his oar and took me to
Captain Parker, ‘ B

There was & wind blwlng at the tire, but a very light
wind. I am & shosmaker by trade. ’

/3/2UPPARDO LUIGI

Witneas /:/A.ruxu |
) 0.9%.,1.0.0.
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